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drawing of water easy and pleasant, but whatever is done
the essentials must be observed by which the water in the
well is kept absolutely pure. No dirt must be allowed to
get in either (a) from the air, (b) from the bucket, rope, or
pump by which water is lifted, or (c) through water getting
back into the well either from the platform or by seeping
down through the soil round the well.

4. The Village Pond. The ponds and depressions round
the village are perhaps the biggest problem of all. People
dig, dig, dig, to build and to mend their houses and walls.
The older the village the worse it gets, until the place
becomes an island ! There is no place for the cattle to
stand, for the children to play, for pits to be dug or for the
village to expand. In villages where the shamilaf land
has been divided up and these depressions come into private
hands, some of them may get filled up, but this disappear-
ance of common land produces other problems, and makes
manure pits and the provision of community needs
impossible. Consolidation of holdings is the only real
remedy for this pond problem. The committee of the
Co-operative Consolidation Society2 reserves a sufficient
area round the village for all needs ; ponds3 and depressions
among or near the houses are then filled up, and a sufficient
number of ponds are dug at a proper distance from the
village. Earth for filling them comes from the new ponds,
from any high ground, old kilns, and other mounds within
reach, or, if finally necessary, from the fields. A few
furlongs of light railway track and a dozen tip-wagons

1  Common land.

2  See pp. 168, 174.

3  The site of an old pond adjoining a village is generally very
valuable and nmcli coveted and the man to whom it is allotted is
willing to spend much money and effort in levelling it and making
it fit for cultivation.